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WILDERNESS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
 

QUARTER TWO  
 

 
During this quarter we launched our latest Children in the Wilderness video, which can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0wnN4E63LQ.  We have also spent a lot of timing collecting new footage focusing 
specifically on the Eco-Clubs, Eco-Mentor training and other community projects – we will let you know when the new 
video and additional clips are also available.   
 
If anyone would like to look at any previous Community Development Newsletters, they can all be downloaded on the 
Children in the Wilderness website: http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/annual-reports-newsletters.html  
 
Thank you to all our individual and corporate donors who ensure that our programmes are able to run effectively and 
efficiently.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0wnN4E63LQ
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/annual-reports-newsletters.html
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COUNTRY NEWS 

BOTSWANA 

Eco-Club visits with US Embassy and Ministry of Education representatives 
The CITW Botswana team recently had an exciting trip to visit their Eco-Clubs in the Okavango Panhandle with the 
American Embassy Representative, Phatsimo Kwenane and a Representative from Ministry of Education, Maun 
Regional Office Mrs. Danso. 

The main reason for the visit was to assess the CITW projects in the schools and to learn how the Eco-Clubs are run. 
Though there are some challenges in running the Eco-Clubs CITW strives to support them to be more resilient through 
providing materials and support needed for the running of the Eco-Clubs. 

Gudigwa village 
The meeting started after a long drive early in the morning from Maun to Gudigwa with our guests. The meeting was 
attended by the Head teacher and her deputy and one Eco-Club committee member. The deputy welcomed the CITW 
team and guests. Mary Hastag started by introducing the guests to the school and explained the reason for the visits, 
then the Eco-Club coordinators were given a chance to show what they are doing in their Eco-Club and to explain the 
successes and challenges of it. Unfortunately as it was not an Eco-Club day the visitors could not see the Eco-Club in 
action but at least the Coordinator could share what they are doing and show the guests the existing projects which 
have been conducted, including the Orchard, labelling of the indigenous trees in the school, worm farming and the 
vegetable garden. 

 

Beetsha village 
The journey continued to Beetsha Primary School the following day where the team was met by the Deputy School 
Head, Eco-Club Committee, Adult Eco-Club Committee members and the school Eco-Club members.  After the 
introductory meeting the team had an opportunity to attend an Eco-Lesson co-conducted by Ms. Moamerika and Mr. 
Petrus. They then had an Eco-Club projects tour in the school which was attended by the two guests and Gaba from 
CITW, while Mary Hastag held a meeting with the Beetsha Adult Eco-Club. This meeting included a Wonderbag 
demonstration and a discussion of what projects they would like to do to improve their livelihoods. 

Gunotsoga village 
CITW crew continued with their trip to Gunotsoga, where the meeting was attended by three Eco-Club members and 3 
Adult Eco-Club members. The club coordinator, Mr Ogorogile welcomed the guests to Gunotsoga Primary School. 
Then they all attended a Wonderbag training which was done by Mary Hastag for the Adult Eco-Club with each 
member getting five bags to start their business. The adult group was very excited to participate in the Wonderbag 
project and thanked OWS for its commitment to the community. 
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The representatives from American Embassy and Ministry of Education were very impressed by the commitment the 
adults and teachers have to the projects they are involved with. 

The Eco-Club Coordinator, Mr Ogorogile held the lesson which was attended by the visitors, after which there was an 
overview of the projects that have been done, as well as the overall Eco-Club progress. The children were so happy to 
have visitors in their school and excited to show the end product of one of their projects: Morula jam (see below).  

 

Seronga village 
Seronga was the last village visited.  There were lots of activities done by the Eco-Club members which made the two 
representatives particularly happy. The Eco-Club Coordinator, Ms.Masalila, gave an overview of lessons done and a 
presentation of different projects done by the Eco-Club members. At the end the Eco-Club members concluded with a 
short drama. 

 

African Handmade Paper  
Adult Eco-Club members from Shashe, Sankoyo and Habu were trained on how to make handmade paper using 
natural resources such as elephant dung, sticks, leaves and grasses. In total 13 members attended the training which 
was facilitated by a hand-made paper Guru Walter Ruprecht from Zimbabwe who was assisted by Banda also from 
Zimbabwe. The training lasted for a week and it was a week filled with joy and laughter as the ladies enjoyed it so 
much, this was a true example of learning coupled with fun.  

 

The equipment used in the process of making the paper are all traditional, including the mortar for pounding the paper 
and the drums for soaking the paper. These were all equipment which the ladies were familiar with and it made the 
process easier as they did not have to learn to use the equipment first but just the process of what to do. The 
participants were taught how to make products such as envelopes, cards, books, paper bags and gift boxes to sell as 
well how to produce quality products. 

At the end of the training the participants received equipment per group and certificates that show that they are now 
qualified as African handmade paper makers. 
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Mike’s Bikes Foundation donates bicycles and cycling gear to CITW Eco-Clubs in Botswana 
CITW Botswana has received 24 bicycles and cycling equipment from The Bike Shop, in collaboration with Mike’s 
Bikes Foundation in the US. CITW decided to run a competition among the nine schools with the theme: Okavango 
Delta. Each school was asked to do artistic documents and/or poems about the Okavango Delta and the two winners 
at each school will be given a bicycle. 

Children were very excited about the competition because most of them are travelling far to school, the bicycles will 
mean a lot in their lives. Through the competition the children showcased their talents through drawings, poems and 
other art about the Okavango Delta. The reason CITW chose the theme Okavango Delta was to see if the children 
really understand the beauty surrounding them and its sustainability.  

 

Shashe Adult Eco-Club Sewing Course  
The Shashe Adult Eco-Club is learning another skill, they are attending a sewing course over a period of three 
months.  The group is learning how to cut patterns of different types of skirts, pants, dresses and tops. They are doing 
very well and even managed to make a uniform for the group. The group’s intention is to excel in sewing skills so that 
they can make uniforms for school children and dresses for cultural activities in the community and to sell to the 
community at large. 

 

When the group started the course they had no sewing machines so they had to borrow from friends and families. 
They managed to buy 9 hand sewing machines with the help of American Embassy (Ambassadors Self-Help Fund). 
The machines will assist the women in the production process after their training and it also makes training easier as 
each has their own machine to work on. 

 

Teacher Training Workshop, Santawani Camp, Botswana 
CITW Botswana found it valuable to conduct the teachers training because in the end it will benefit the children. 
Seventeen teachers from the CITW supported schools (Sankoyo, Shashe, Kareng, Habu, Tubu, Seronga, Gunotsoga, 
Beetsha, Gudigwa) attended the training. One of the topics covered was planning together looking at the 
Environmental Education (EE) curriculum.  Mary Hastag, Wilderness Safaris’ Community Liaison in Botswana also 
advised the teachers to take care of the cultural aspects at their school and to include hands-on activities done by the 
children. In addition she advised them to teach and display books about EE so that children can learn more. At the end 



                                                                                                                          
 

Wilderness Quarterly Community Development Newsletter – Quarter Two 2015 
 

they were encouraged to teach everything related to sciences, life skills, energy, culture, health and values (think 
green). CITW also encouraged the teachers to work more with Adult Eco-Club and children. 

Mary also gave a lecture on the overall CITW Eco-Club curriculum based on five aims by quoting Baba Dioum, “in the 
end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand, we will understand only what we are 
taught.”  The lecturing aimed at introducing participants to wildlife, natural resources and natural environment: Provide 
participants with opportunity to discover the actual beauty and value of wildlife, natural resources and environment. 
Give participants the opportunity to discover threats which lead to disturbances and extinction around wildlife, natural 
resources and environment. Giving the participants the opportunity to discover their roles in conservation of wildlife 
and natural environment. 

 

Mary asked teachers to get into four groups for lesson preparation for the second and third terms looking at the 
Objectives, Activities, contents and materials for each project. Each group’s representatives were given chances to do 
the presentation. Mary then asked one of Wilderness guides (Chris Nyame) to do a presentation on ecology and 
taxonomy.  The participants were happy to hear about the activity and very interested to do it - game drive.  

El-Hefni Teacher Training, Maun, Botswana 
CITW Botswana hosted a training for the Eco-Club teachers which was facilitated by Annie and Coleen from El-Hefni 
foundation from the United States of America. The training was attended by 18 teachers, 8 School Principals and 2 
Officers from the Regional Education Office North west District Council.  The CITW Regional Coordinators from South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Namibia also attended the training as well as the Regional Director of CITW and 
Community Development. Jan Mallen, educationalist and a CITW RSA Board member attended the training as well - 
her presence is always appreciated as everyone learns a lot from her and her experiences in education. 

 
Both the teachers and school principals left the training very motivated to go back to their respective schools and 
implement what they have learnt as well as sharing with their colleagues.  

MALAWI 

Nanthomba AYV Club went on an education visit to Luntha Television House in Balaka 
CITW Adobe youth club (which is part of the CITW Nanthomba Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) Club) went 
on an education trip to Luntha TV – Balaka, on 8th of April 2015.  

The Club which was established in 2012 with support from Adobe Systems USA, provides opportunities for CITW 
children/youth to learn and practice media related activities. Since it was established, the club has been acting as a 
mouth-piece for all Eco-Club members/youth and their awareness activities. The club has 20 members which are 
oriented and divided into areas of specializations including:  
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 News scouts and writers  
 Media producers  
 Presenters  

Every year the youth come up with a plan to produce media 
pieces in the form of: Poems, Songs, Videos, Posters, 
Animations, etc. At some time of the year, when they have done a 
good number of products, they hold an exhibition where targeted 
audiences and the general public are invited to view and listen to 
their products. Their main objectives are to communicate and get 
positive feedback for better changes.  Their set objectives for 
visiting the TV media house (Luntha) were:  

 To get a bigger picture of how the media houses work in bringing about positive change in rural areas;  
 To broaden their understanding of the power of media towards social development and sustainable use of 

natural resources; 
 To make connections with professionals in media who could also act as their role models; and 
 To make connections with the media houses as one way of exploring opportunities for internship in a media 

career.  

At the end of the trip, an assessment in the form of a quiz was done to check whether their objectives were met. The 
outcome was that of a huge satisfaction beyond their expectation and they were highly inspired to aim higher in the 
profession of being change agents. 

Nanthomba AYV Club received a donation of Adobe graphic software  
Earlier in 2013 the club had received two software Premiere Element and Photoshop which they have been learning to 
use and using to do their graphic media products. On April 30th 2015, the club received a huge donation of over 10 
more different Creative software programmes from the Adobe Systems USA, to improve their skills and quality of their 
graphic media products. The donation bought about more tasks for the youth to learn about the software; to increase 
their knowledge and skills in the IT graphics field. 

 

Currently the club is working on production of various media pieces which they were intending to exhibit during the 
2015 CITW Open Day (planned for August). One of their finished products, a poem in video format, was submitted to 
Adobe Youth Voices Award competition – 2015. It can be accessed on: https://youtu.be/-1ecb_gE8NM. (A better and 
HR version is also available in its original size).  

CITW Chihame Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES – Club) visiting and sharing their knowledge 
with Eco-Clubs in Primary Schools  
The YES club members are those former CITW Eco-Clubs members who have grown out of Eco-Club curriculum and 
organised themselves into YES Clubs so that they could continue learning and practicing their leadership roles 
through various projects and civic educational campaigns. Among their annual list of activities, they also had activities 
which aimed at visiting Eco-Clubs in schools around their communities so that they can: 

 Share their experience (Eco-Club life) with the current Eco-Club members;  
 Assist the Eco-Club Coordinators in teaching and running Eco-Club projects.  
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Youth magazine project  
The Rosemary Pencil Foundation (USA) granted CITW Chihame YES club a 50% budget sponsorship towards their 
Magazine project. The club are gearing to launch a Magazine program in the last quarter of 2015. The Magazine is 
being designed to be carrying articles focused on:  

 Conservation of natural resources;  
 Youth and leadership development;  
 General community sanitation;  
 Improved livelihood and social development;  
 Micro economics development; and  
 Entertainment.  

Before the launch of the Magazine, the youth are going to undergo a basic training in magazine production. Mzuzu-
based local experts are supporting the youth concept of speaking, communicating and enhancing positive changes 
through the magazine project. The interested experts are going to work with CITW to organize and give the youth the 
necessary training. 

Nanthomba Reforestation Project News 
Nanthomba Forestation Center launched its 2015/2016 forestry circle. The 
2015/2016 approach has been that, only those interested schools, youth 
clubs, community churches and other organizations, villages and individuals 
would participate in the actual raising of the desired number of seedlings and 
species which they plan to do. Each group is to be given a share of space in 
the tree nursery site structure which also acts as a center at Nanthomba 
Primary School. CITW would then give them supplies and support them with 
all necessary inputs and site supervisory personnel for them to achieve their 
goals of raising the seedlings.  

HELP Malawi, the local school administration and local School Management Committee have always been interested 
immediate partners and provide total ground support and supervision which is very necessary to realise any level of 
success at the center.  

By the end of April over 16 groups had registered their interest and their desired number of seedlings which they 
wanted to raise.  CITW plans also included inviting forestry experts to give lectures to the participating groups at the 
center. The lectures will range from Tree nursery management to caring for the planted tress so that the desired 
forests and woodlots would be achieved with minimal challenges. 

Secondary School Scholarship sponsors: CAWS guests at Mvuu 
Camp and Lodge falling in love with Children in the Wilderness Eco-Club 
activities and projects  
David and Jackie, guests at Mvuu Camp, are very interested in wildlife and 
finding ways to help the animals and the people to live together peacefully. 
They thought the Eco-Clubs were a brilliant idea to educate the children in ways 
to support the wildlife and see how important they are to everyone.  

They are both retired teachers, David taught Science to 11 to 14 year old children and Jackie 
taught 4 and 5 year old children as they started school. Their inspiration - “While we were enjoying our stay at Mvuu 
Lodge last year/2014, we made a village tour and surprised ourselves with the villages and the Children in the 
Wilderness Eco-Club activities and projects which were going on in that community – near to the Park. We were really 
inspired with the children and the work which you people were doing there.”  Their message to the children whom they 
would like to support through Secondary School sponsorships is: “We hope you will enjoy Secondary School 
Education. Work hard and learn a lot. We look forward to hearing from you soon.” 
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News from our partner, H.E.L.P. Malawi 

The Nanthomba School Garden 
Despite the storm–related rainfall experienced during the previous rainy season this 
year, Nanthomba School is expected to harvest not less than 750 kilograms of maize, 
about 50 kilograms of soy beans and lots of pumpkins that will be used to feed over 
430 after-school students. The school garden is managed by the local School 
Management Committee (SMC) and the Parents/Teachers Association (PTA). Yields 
this year have dropped by 25% as compared to last year due to poor rainfall which was 
storm-related, heavy and persistent right from the start and ended up with unexpected 
prolonged dry spell during the cobing/fruiting stage. Learners are provided with a meal 
thrice a week during the time they remain for afterschool activities.  

Afterschool Program  
Over 430 learners participate in afterschool activities at Nanthomba School thrice a 
week. These activities include Afterschool English classes, computer classes, 
bead/jewellery making, tailoring and music. Other clubs and associations such as Eco Club, Science Club, etc., meet 
on Wednesdays. 

 

During this month our amazing volunteers, both local and international continued to work extra hard in English lessons 
more specifically, focusing on vocabulary. A great deal of time was spent on pairs such as L & R (lock/rock, 
glass/grass, lice/rice, rove/love, etc) and incorporated a fun vocabulary bingo game. Learners were excited to win 
sweeties if they got a bingo. Attendance of learners was very impressive. 

Computer lessons 
Computer class remains yet one of the prominent afterschool activities learners 
enjoy. It is offered with the aim of imparting much-needed basic computer skills to 
our learners at Nanthomba School. It is envisaged that acquisition of computer 
knowledge will help our students to be connected with the world which will in turn 
facilitate their future learning, business and social interaction. Currently, the class 
is only offered to eleven standard 7 students due to limited laptops.  

After the students had just returned from their two-week school holiday, learners 
concentrated on hands-on revision whereby they were given paragraphs to be 
typed, formatted, saved and retrieved using MS Word. Use of the keyboard was the main focus of the exercise.  

A new and exciting topic was introduced: external storage devices, which drew greater attention from all the learners. 
What became more exciting is the fact that the topic was found to be currently relevant as most of the learners’ 
parents use cellphones and small radios that do have memory cards and USB flash drives slots. It was indeed one of 
the most interactive sessions that we have had with learners. Using these locally available and known examples 
including CDs, VCDs, flash drives and DVDs which are popular here really added flavor to the class.  

“It could not understand how my name would be created on the screen just by the clicking of the keys on the 
keyboard. I could take a minute or so to locate where ‘P’ and ‘R’ are on the keyboard but now I am flexibly able to do 
what I was not able to do with the computer” - Martha Kuchipanga and Pilirani 
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Nanthomba 2014-2015 Standard 8 graduates visit Mvuu 
Organised by H.E.L.P. Malawi in partnership with Central African Wilderness Safari-Mvuu Camp, 40 graduating 
students at Nanthomba School were given a chance to visit Liwonde National Park to view game as part of recreation 
as they prepare for the forthcoming national exam. Led by Jessa Herron and Juve Chabuka, learners were able to see 
lots of game including elephants. Besides game viewing, they also had a chance of sitting in the Education Centre and 
listening to an environmental talk by one of the Central African Wilderness Safari-Mvuu Camp’s guide.  

“It was really adventurous driving through the woods in big open land rovers viewing a variety of game – what a party!” 
- Emmanuel Wasili.  

This joint activity among Mvuu Camp, H.E.L.P. Malawi and Nanthomba School is done annually to outgoing seniors at 
the school as a way of promoting awareness of environmental conservation among the youth. 

Student scholarships - Lemison Milah 
It is worth mentioning how great Lemison Milah is doing in his teaching course at 
Machinga Teacher Training College (TTC). Graduated last year, Lemison, is one 
of the hard working scholarship students realising his dream of becoming a 
qualified primary school teacher. He is now in his first year of a two-year 
programme.  “I am one of the happiest in the world because I can see myself 
getting towards what I dreamt about”  

80 Standard 8 Learners Set for a 2015 National Examination 
Nanthomba Primary School continues to register increased numbers of graduates sitting for national examination in 
order to qualify for secondary school. 80 learners are set to take the exam representing 35 percent increase from 59 
learners last year. They are all well prepared and equipped with writing materials such as pencils, pens, erasers, 
rulers, etc.  

Wound care  
Wounds and other common infections such as fever and headaches form part of 
health issues learners at Nanthomba face. These infections contribute highly to their 
chronic absenteeism in class, hence poor performance. It is against this background 
that H.E.L.P. Malawi continues to embark on wound care at the school to treat these 
infirmities. According to wound care records 12 patients have been treated of their 
wounds and general body pains in April 2015 at Nanthomba School, while 4 patients 
were referred to Nandumbo Health Centre for further medical attention.  

On the same health note, Nanthomba learners have received abendazole, medication which controls bilharzia among 
children.  It is administered free of charge from our nearest Nandumbo Health Centre every year to all schools along 
the Shire river and communities.  

NAMIBIA 
Khomas Trust visits Namibia 
The  Khomas Trust based in UK which sponsors six learners under the Secondary School Sponsorship programme 
had its representative visit Namibia between the 13th and 18th March 2015. The purpose of the visit was to meet all 
school principals and sponsored leaners at all four schools where Khomas Trust sponsored learners are schooling 
(Cornelius Goraseb, Elias  Amxab, Okaukuejo Combined and Paresis Secondary School). Simon, representing the 
Khomas Trust, had time to talk to sponsored learners privately about their personal lives, families, and school life as 
well as school performance and how they feel about the sponsorship.  
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Learners were given gifts such as exercise books, pens and pencils, towels and school bags. The Khomas Trust 
started sponsoring leaners through CITW Namibia in 2013.  

Teachers receive CITW Eco-Mentor t-shirts 
Teachers who attended the training for Eco-Club Mentors in September 2014, recently received mentors t-shirts. 
When facilitating and directing Eco-Club activities, teachers should be visibly different from leaners. 

 

CITW Board meeting with input by Dr Sue Snyman 
CITW recently held a board meeting that was attended by Dr Sue Snyman, the regional coordinator of the programme, 
from the head office in Johannesburg.  As part of her role Dr Sue hopes to strengthen the programme by assisting with 
both standardising core programme objectives and improving on governance of the programme across the regions. 
She presented to the Namibian board members on the framework within which the programme should be run as well 
as the role of the board members in steering the programme to greater heights. It was welcome input from Dr Sue and 
it helped the programme and the people involved in running the programme to understand the goal in view of what is 
happening in the other regions.  

  

CITW and Community Liaison head office presentation with input from Dr Sue Snyman 
While on a visit to Namibia for the CITW and Community Liaison initiatives and 
consultations Dr Sue Snyman, the regional CITW and Community coordinator, took the 
opportunity to present the relevance and roles of the two functions to Wilderness 
Safaris and the sustainability of the company’s engagement with stakeholders. The 
presentations were well attended by the head office staff from the various departments 
and it is believed that this kind of information sharing regarding these two key function 
of the company be further shared with staff members at the lodges.  

Kunene Traditional Authorities rhino anti-poaching stakeholders’ consultation and key affected area 
visit 
Continued discoveries of poached Rhino carcasses over the past year have prompted activities by various 
stakeholders ranging from government departments and agencies, NGOs, private sector tourism operators, etc. 
conducting a series of meetings deliberating possible solutions to the problem.  Amongst these consultations one of 
the latest initiatives was to consult various Traditional Authorities representing the majority of the people of the Kunene 
region. The initiative draws inspiration from the humble beginnings of conservation initiatives in the Kunene region, 
formerly known as Kaokoland and Damaraland. Back then, local communities as people who for generations co-
existed with the wildlife took to the frontline to help curb what was then an indiscriminate assault on particularly 
elephants in the free-roaming area. Supported by passionate conservationists and NGO’s funded by various 
international donors the local communities’ engagement then led to a resounding success in both stopping the 
poaching as well as entrenching conservation amongst the communities.  
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Today as the area faces the same challenge even though much bigger and 
more sophisticated and organised syndicates, the community involvement in 
finding solutions cannot be over emphasised. It is for this reason that NGOs 
and private tourism operators in the area undertook to bring the Traditional 
Authority members to the area to visit and see for themselves were Rhino 
were poached and to engage their people residing in the affected areas on 
possible solutions.  

Wilderness Safaris like other operators in the area played their part by availing the Desert Rhino Camp for a night to 
host the Traditional leaders and facilitators of the trip along with various conservancy leaders. The visit to Desert 
Rhino Camp served both to showcase and educate the leaders about the importance of partnerships between 
conservation and tourism and how potentially this can be used to fund sustainable conservation particularly of rhino in 
the area. The partnership of conservation and tourism also strengthens the monitoring of the species, therefore 
minimising the chances of poaching in the area as there are always boots on the ground in the core areas. It was, 
however, not the lesson presented by the model of a unique partnership of Save The Rhino Trust and Wilderness 
Safaris that was bought up as a highlight by the delegation to Desert Rhino Camp, but the warm hospitality of the 
Desert Rhino Camp team that was mentioned speech after speech. It therefore goes without saying that the most 
profound anchor of an experience in the minds of our visitors remains the warm smiles. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
CITW SA hosted the first ever overnight adventure camp at Gugulesizwe Cultural Centre, June 2015 
30 Vululwazi Primary School children from the nearby Kwampukane village enjoyed their first ever outdoor camping 
experience.  They were joined by other novice campers - 5 Beach Camp staff and management members who are all 
CITW Eco-Mentors. 

WESSA’s Ray Ngubane led the camp programme which covered team building (putting up your own accommodation 
for the night), grasslands (spending time in the grasslands making grass crafts whilst learning more about the 
grasslands surrounding their villages) and coastal forests which occur on the edges of their villages. 

Food was prepared by local community members and the after dinner entertainment was a Talent Show where 
campers entertained each other in song and dance. The chairman of the community trust joined the campers for 
dinner and the show. 

 

Everyone had such a good time on this new kind of CITW camp that no-one wanted to go home.  We look forward to 
hosting more of these camps which enables CITW to have more and more children from the schools enjoy learning 
more about the environment while enjoying their own natural areas on their doorsteps. 
 
Makuleke Eco-Mentor Training 
A total of 19 volunteers participated in an Eco-Mentor training in the Makuleke community in May. Fourteen 
participants were from Makuleke, three were from Maviligwe and two from Makahlule. Of the total participants, five 
were females and the balance were males. The training sessions and activities were conducted by Bongani Baloyi, 
CITW Regional Coordinator and were filmed by James Hendry and Brent Leo-Smith. Janet Wilkinson, CITW South 
Africa, also help provided support to the training. 

The following were, amongst other things, the key training components: 
 Registrations and introductions 
 Purpose of the training workshop 
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 Our definition of volunteering 
 Introduction to CITW 
 What is a Mentor and Why become an Eco-Mentor? 
 How to successfully run and sustain an Eco-Club 
 Lesson plans and activities (Respect, Appreciation, Tippy taps) 
 Support from CITW 
 Information sharing 
 How to engage with schools, CPA, MTC & other stakeholders 
 A walkabout to Makuleke dam 

All volunteers expressed that they had gained valuable skills and knowledge that will enable them to run the Eco-
Clubs as well as to initiate school and village environmental projects.  This is a comment made by Mr Phanny 
Makhubele Risimati, a volunteer from Makuleke village “I had always wanted to do something to educate my 
community about wildlife and the environment but did not know where to start. CITW gave me the opportunity through 
this training to realise my dream by allowing me to participate in this programme.”  Phanny also donated a flower gift 
he made for the CITW South Africa team that is made out of recycled plastic and old wire. 

ZAMBIA 
15 more children from Sinde Community receive scholarship support 
CITW has continued to collaborate with stakeholders to source funds for under 
privileged children from Sinde community. 15 children have been enrolled in 2015, 
bringing the total number of children benefiting from the programme to 21. The 
community of Sinde are very pleased with the programme and are hoping more 
children can be supported into the future. 

Twabuka Basic School children de-wormed 
CITW, in conjunction with Simoonga Community Health Post, provided de-worming 
tablets to Twabuka Basic School children in March 2015. Problems with worms are 
common in small children and can cause serious infections in the lungs and stomach if 
not treated at least twice per year. 151 pupils out of 175 pupils present on this day were 
de-wormed.  

CITW continues to support supply of clean water in Sinde Community 
CITW procured 16 bags of cement to help Siakapywa village in the Sinde Area to build 
a cover for their open well. This is the only source of water for drinking in this 
community and they are pleased that they are now assured of having safe drinking water from a closed and protected 
well. 

Twabuka Basic School furniture repaired 
CITW bought bolts, nuts and washers to repair the Twabuka Basic School furniture. The furniture was deteriorating 
due to lack of funds to purchase the bolts required for repairs. A total of 600 desks have been fixed and the teachers 
and children are very happy to have a safe and stable place to sit and learn.  CITW has also procured office furniture 
for school teachers and all four teacher offices are now fully furnished.  Twabuka Basic School has also received more 
office and classroom stationery. 
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Children’s play park maintained and fenced 
CITW has refurbished the broken play equipment at Twabuka Pre-School and has fenced the playground. This will 
help in managing the use of the facility and ensuring it is used by the children it is intended for. 

Waste toy workshop 
CITW Zambia hosted a waste toy workshop facilitated by Sikangweza, a non-profit organisation in South Africa. The 
workshop took place in April 2015 at Toka Leya Camp and was attended by 20 teachers of grades 1 and 2, and Eco-
Club leaders from 6 local schools; Twabuka Basic School, Twabuka Pre-School, Simoonga Basic School, Lupani 
Primary School, Holly Cross Basic School and Nalituwe Secondary School. The workshop aimed to equip teachers to 
use solid waste to produce toys that can be used for playing, teaching, and learning. Three schools; Simoonga Basic 
School, Lupani Primary School, and Twabuka Basic School have already started reusing their waste to make learning 
materials and resources.  The workshop was hugely successful and has encouraged teachers to help keep the school 
surroundings and teachers’ houses clean from solid waste through creating learning resources and toys. 

Mainza Mweemba: Future first medical doctor from Sinde Village 
Sinde community is blessed with a young man who has performed very well in Grade 12 
and has been selected by the Copper Belt University to study medicine and become a 
medical doctor. His medical studies will take seven years. The community was extremely 
proud and excited by this news and approached CITW for support. We are very happy to 
announce that well-wishers will support Mainza Mweemba as he begins University in 
June 2015. 

CITW partner with African Wildlife Foundation to celebrate Giraffe Day at 
Lupani School 
On June 21 each year World Giraffe Day is celebrated. This year CITW, in collaboration 
with the African Wildlife Foundation, partnered with Lupani School to celebrate this 
important day.  Giraffe Day reminds all conservationists of the important part giraffe play 
in sustainable and biodiverse eco-systems. As giraffe feed, they help to create thick 
bushes allowing a range of other animals to find a niche to live within. Unfortunately, 
giraffe numbers are declining. With hope for the future, 40 Lupani School Eco-Club 
members enthusiastically participated in support for giraffes through drawing and painting. Children also sang 
conservation songs and encouraged other children from the School to join hands in protecting their local wildlife. 

Art for Animals workshop 
CITW collaborated with Art for Animals to organise and present an art workshop on techniques for animal art. The 
workshop attracted 23 school children and three mentors from Twabuka School and Simoonga Primary School. The 
workshop participants are already participating in a range of art activities in the Schools and the workshop aimed to 
encourage and inspire the children to pursue art as a future profession.  

CITW Zambia delivers first ever laboratory kit at Twabuka Basic School 
CITW has continued to support rural schools in Zambia and Livingstone in particular with modern education systems 
through provision of the latest laboratory kit at Twabuka Basic School in Livingstone. The Zambian Education system 
requires Basic Schools to provide hands-on experience in its education system. One requirement is thus to have 
laboratory equipment which sadly Twabuka Basic School has never had.   This has had a negative effect on the 
children’s performance in exams and those children who progress to secondary schools are faced with another 
challenge as they had never seen or worked with the lab kit before. 
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The donation of a laboratory kit was made possible by a number guests to Toka Leya, and CITW was able to source 
and procure the required kit.  It has brought joy to both teachers and pupils at Twabuka Basic School as they now see 
a brighter future at the school which is keeping pace with other schools in the area.   

Another project at Twabuka Basic School has been the provision of an Internet USB Modem that will help the teachers 
and pupils research using the internet. 

ZIMBABWE 

Jabulani Primary School building project 
Children in the Wilderness were very pleased to once again facilitate the construction of a second block of two fully 
furnished classrooms at Jabulani Primary School thanks to funding provided by Grand Circle Foundation (GCF). The 
classroom block was completed in June 2015 and is now home to the Early Childhood Development A and B classes, 
and the Year 1, 2 and 3 classes.  Before these classrooms were built, children and teachers shared two classrooms in 
a traditional brick and thatch building which has become rundown and unsafe. They often had their lessons outside 
under the School’s large shady trees, without desks or blackboards to work from. 

 

The generous funding from GCF has ensured that these classes each have their own light, airy and, importantly, safe 
classroom space. The teachers and children now all have their own desks and chairs to work at, an essential support 
for these children in their vital early years of education. 

Jabulani Primary and Secondary School agriculture garden project 
In June and July 2015, Jabulani Primary and Secondary School began work on their agriculture garden. The garden is 
a key part of the agriculture curriculum at Jabulani School and has been made possible through the generous 
fundraising of the children, staff and families at the Hunter Valley Grammar School (HVGS) in Australia. The funds 
donated by HVGS provided fencing for a large plot of land, materials for a shade cloth nursery, garden tools and a 
secure shed for storage. The newly established garden provides an excellent practical learning environment for 
agriculture while also supporting the nutrition programme at the school.  

Children in the Wilderness faciliated a week-long visit by eight HVGS community members (four year 10 students and 
four adults) to Jabulani School. Led by CITW’s vermiculture specialist, Mx, the HVGS visitors and the Jabulani School 
staff and children worked hard to build a vermiculture system of compost and worm farms, which is essential to 
provide the organic materials necessary to improve the sandy soil. Together, the HVGS visitors and the Jabulani 
School community, planted seeds, watered and composted garden beds and built the nursery.  

The HVGS visitors also took part in lessons supporting children’s English language learning through a phonics and 
reading program for years 1, 2 and 3. In the afternoons they played soccer and cricket with the teachers and children. 
The HVGS visitors also bought gifts of boys’ uniforms, laptop computers and sports equipment. The boys were very 
proud of their new uniforms and looked ready to learn!  

 


